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Athens,  3-3-2006

GREEK POSITION ABOUT AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE 19 OF 178/2002

According toy article 19 of 178, food companies must do all necessary actions to withdraw food from market, for which they have participated to sale or distribution and know that is dangerous for human consumption. In the same time, they inform relevant authorities and assist them for remedy actions. Our position, about German proposition, is as follows:

1. We do not find clear the German proposition. We think that the original article 19 already covers every aspect of necessary actions concerning unsafe food. 

2. We have already a lot of new legislation to apply. Any addition / change will cause confusion.

3. Every country has its own particularities. Relevant authorities can apply the General Food Law according to local circumstances. We find article 19 general enough and rightly formulated. Every country may apply as strictly as necessary.

4. We act as intermediaries, between customers and authorities. It is very difficult in business to act in a police manner opposite to customers. Such requirements lead to business losses

5. We do not specialize in food quality control. We only make external checks. Mixing with greater responsibilities may guide to misconceptions, increase of operating cost and loss of profitability.

6. We must understand and propel the spirit, that such problems are not resolved with police measures, but with deep knowledge of the benefits (social and business), of applying the laws for safe foods.

For all above reasons, we suggest article 19 of 178 be left as it is and every country apply according to broader national legislation and circumstances. 

The President of Greek Cold Storage & Logistics Association

Nicholas Charitonidis
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